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HILARIO DURAN

CRY ME A RIVER

CUB A
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Ever since | was a teenager, | always had a great passion for large ensembles - particularly big bands .

Later, | was privileged to be chosen to succeed Maestro Chucho Valdés in Cuba&#39;s most famous
big band at the time: the Orquesta Cubana de Musica Moderna. It was then that | had the opportu-
nity to study [big band] orchestration first-hand. | was able to examine scores by the best orchestra
conductors and arrangers in Havana, such as Rafael Somavilla, Armando Romeu, Adolfo Guzman
and Tony Tafio among others. | studied their orchestration methods. | also spent much time watching
all those great conductors perform their jobs and learned a lot from this aspect of leading a big band.
All of this helped me to formulate'my own ideas and conception of writing and arranging music for big
bands such as theone | have had the pleasure to record with here.

On this album, | wanted to capture .the magical musical adventures that, as a child, | shared with
my parents and grandparents, who were great music lovers, and later on in my experiences as'a
teenager while studying at the National Conservatory of Music Amadeo Roldan and, of course,
working with the Orquesta Cubana de Musica Moderna.

In these 9 songs - originals and covers - | wanted to share all my joyful experiences — throughout my
life so far - of absorbing and performing different styles of music: from classical to Brazilian music,
straight ahead Jazz, funk to bolero, mambo bembé and modern Cuban timba.
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