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Jingma Fan
Tenor

The China-born tenor Jingma Fan was described as “a tenor who has a voice as charming
as those of Pavarotti and the legendary Gigli” in a BBC publication after he won the Third
Cardiff Singer of the World Competition.

Fan made his operatic debut as Rinuccio in Gianna Schicci at the Central Opera House

in 1987 in Beijing, where he also sang the title role in Faust with the Central Conservatory
of Music in Beijing. He has since performed all over the world in Europe, North America,
Asia, Russia and South Africa in opera and concert, where he delighted audiences with his
beautiful voice and truthful and vivid characterizations. He sings in Italian, French, English,
German and Russian. Opera Now called his portrayal of Goro in French director Frédéric
Mitterand’s 1995 film of Puccini's Madame Butterfly “worthy of an Oscar nomination.”
Although Fan has a special affinity for ltalian opera, his wide repertoire includes a variety
of roles, from the dramatic to the comic, such as leading roles in Faust and Don Carlos,
Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor, Rodolfo in La Bohéme, Alfredo in La Traviata, the Duke in
Rigoletto, St. Louis in L'Oracolo, Ramiro in La Cenerentola, Lensky in Eugene Onegin, Don
Ottavio in Don Giovanni, Tamino in Die Zauberfiée, Don Jose in Carmen, Evangelist in | Am
the Way, David and Kunz Vogelgesang in Die Meistersinger von Nirnberg.

Fan is also an accomplished recitalist. His concert repertoire includes lieder and oratorio

of notably Mozart and Verdi Requiemns, Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde, Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 9, Handel's Messiah, The Creation by Haydn, Mozart's Mass in C Minor,
Schubert’s Mass in G Major, and Perséphone by Stravinsky.

Recently the tenor has returned to China for-a series of recitals and television appearances.
He is a pioneer in the new domain of modern Chinese opera, starring in three contemporary
operas, a grand opera, and a musical epic, all in Chinese, in the past few years. He



performed Wenjing Guo’s The Night Banguet at the Lincoln Center Festival in the summer
of 2002 and then in Berlin, Brussels, Amsterdam, and Perth. He also sang in Woif Cub
Village by Wenjing Guo, The Memories of Taiping Lake by Shuya Xu, the role of Emperor
Xuan Zong in Concubine Yang Gui Fei by Jin Xiang, and Zheng He in the world premiere of
Zheng He—Admiral of the Seven Seas by Law Wai Lun.

His recording credits include Highlights of Madam Butterfly, a Sony Classical CD release,
and four solo albums of Favarite Tenor Arias, American Classic Love Songs, Live Concert
Collections, and Favorite Italian Songs, all released by POLOARTS in 2006. His re-released
Favorite Italian Songs album has received warm acclaim.

Fan began his musical studies at the Sichuan Conservatory of Music in Chengdu, China
and continued at the Central Gonservatory of Music in Beijing. In 1984, he became

a national celebrity overnight after winning China’s First Televised National Vocal
Competition. He later went to Italy, where he refined his Bel canto technique under the
guidance of Carlo Bergonzi and then furthered his studies at the Juilliard School of Music in
New York. He also studied with the late Franco Corelli.

The versatile China-born tenor won a few international competitions, such as the Third
Cardiff Singer of the World Competition, a silver medal at the Second Rosa Ponselle
International Vocal Competition, the first prize of the Opera Index Viocal Competition in New
York, and a finalist in Luciano Pavarotti International Vocal Competition 1995.

Jane Wang



Reinild Mees
Piano

After extensive piano studies with Gérard van Blerk (Amsterdam), Malcolm Frager (USA)
and Noél Lee (Paris) the Dutch pianist Reinild Mees concentrated her activities on accom-
panying singers and instrumentalists in recital. High-ranking artists such as Elly Ameling,
Gérard Souzay and Sandor Végh helped her refine and perfect her talents in this demand-
ing métier.

Today Reinild Mees is a much sought-after accompanist for song recitals and duo concerts.
She performs regularly in radio and television broadcasts. For Channel Classics Records
she has recorded a number of interesting CDs: The Complete Songs of Ottorino Respighi,
Franz Schreker and Karol Szymanowski. Currently she is recording all song cycles by
Robert Schumann with the German baritone Jochen Kupfer, playing a historical grand
piano dating from Schumann's time. All of her CDs have received extremely good reviews
in Gramophone, Fono Forum, Musica, Luister and other magazines. In 2004, Reinild Mees
won the Szymanowski-Award and the Medal Merit of Polish Culture for her achievements in
promoting the song repertoire of Karol Szymanowski. Recently the Szymanowski CDs won
the Fryderyk Award, the most prestigious music award in Poland for the best recording of
Palish music.

As a vocal coach, Reinild Mees has taught at the Amsterdam and Utrecht Conservatory,
the European Centre for Opera and Vocal Art (Ghent) and the Opera Studio in Amsterdam.
In addition to accompanying masterclasses for Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Irmgard Seefried,
Galina Vishnevskaja, Grace Bumbry and other famous singers, she played as an official
accompanist for a number of international competitions.



In order to promote the revival of the beautiful songs, mainly from the interbellum, which
have been neglected since the Second World War, Reinild Mees founded the 20th Century
Song Foundation. This foundation aims to bring back these musical treasures to the public
by producing (semi-staged) song recitals with special themes: Spotlights concerts.

A Few Words about My Singing
lingma Fan

As an opera singer born in China, | have enjoyed a 15-year-long career singing abroad.
During this long period, | have experienced the highs and lows of traveling, singing, and
simply surviving. Much of time | was on my own and was sometimes very lonely. Often |
was overcome with acute nostalgia for the beautiful Chinese melodies that | remember from
my childhood. | thought many times how much | would love to present them to the West.
As a full-time singer performing in Western operas in Europe and North America, | had little
opportunity to work on sharing my native music with the world. But now that, between
concerts, | am often back in China, | have had time to properly prepare this great music, to
sift through songs and make good selections.

How much luckier can one get? Channel Classics and the world's best Super Audio engineer
offered me the golden opportunity to, for the first time, put all these wonderful songs on record
in SACD format! Even better, | have been joined by Reinild Mees, Holland’s most recognized
pianist and coach, who added a sublime touch to every song | sang.

The songs on this album include some of the most beloved classical poems from the Tang and
Song dynasties (618 A.D.-1279 A.D.) as well as the most popular folk songs, which, because
of their beauty and popularity in China, are today considered to be of highly artistic quality.



For the benefit of non-Chinese speakers, | have personally translated the lyrics of these
songs into the English that can be sung. Additionally, there are four more songs sung in
English included as bonus tracks; | believe it is the first time these songs have ever been
recorded.

One more reason for my decision to make a translation suitable for singing is that the Chi-
nese government is now hosting biennial international vocal competitions in Beijing, and
some of the songs, such as My Sentiment to the Yantze River, Emei Mountain Air, and pos-
sibly Mayeela are required singing for participants in the competition.

| am proud that we have such striking poems and expressive language. Moreover, I'm
pleased to have the opportunity to let the world hear these Chinese songs from an intel-
lectual perspective rather than from the accustomed primitive and naive aspects of Chinese
musical traditions. We have many other excellent songs apart from Mo-li-hua (Jasmine in
Chinese.This song has become a worldwide Chinese hit and so much that Giacomo Pucci-
ni used it as one of the famous, dominating melodies in his opera Turandot). I've borrowed
the German word “Lieder” to emphasize the complex artistic elements of these songs.

| must say, the biggest—and most exciting—challenge in singing these “Chinese Lieder”
has not been to show off my trained operatic voice but to retain the original style and sim-
plicity of the songs. Listeners already familiar with my voice might be surprised with the
results, but believe me, it's an adaptation well worth making for the sake of this music.



Chinese Lieder
Jingma Fan, Tenor

1. My Sentimenttothe Yangtze River
Lyrics by Li Zhiyi (Song Dynasty)
Music by Qingzhu

I live by the Yangtze River,

She lives at the other end.

Day and night we miss each other,
Drinking from the same river.

Where will the flow stops?

When our yearning ends?

Only wish your thoughts as same as
mine,

Our efforts are not in vain.

2. Homeland Nostalgia*
Lyrics by Qu Zong
Music by Zheng Qiufeng

Autumn moon hangs in the sky,
Shines across the bungalow.

Far and blurry distant land, near the
waterside.

Melancholy travelers look out over the

homeland.
Homeland, homeland, tears are running
down mad.

Palm trees sing in the wind,

Maundering and whispering.

Remind me the trees and grass in my
motherland.

Seeing the leaves falling, how | miss my
homeland.

Homeland, homeland, forever homeland.

. How Can | Not Miss Her

Lyrics by Liu Bannong
Music by Zhao Yuanreng

There are clouds floating so high,
There is wind blowing on the ground,
Ah, how gentle the wind is combing
through my hair.

How can | not miss her tonight?

Moonlight is in love with the ocean,
And the ocean is in love with the
moonlight.

Ah, in this sweet and silvery night,



How can | not miss her tonight? 5. Emei Mountain Air
Lyrics by Li Bai (Tang Dynasty)

There are flowers floating on the water, Music by Luo Zhongrong
And happy fish swimming under.
Ah, swallow, what are you saying to me? Emei Mountaini, autumn moon,
How can | not miss her tonight? In the Pinggiang River2 flows.
Set out from Qingxi2 for Sanxia3,
Dead trees are shaking in the wind, How lonely | am going to Yuzhou.
Savage fires are burning into the sunset.
Ah, see the last remaining glow in the Note:
west, 1. Emei Mountain is in Sichuan Province.
How can | not miss her tonight? 2. The Pingqiang River and Qingxi are
the same place in Leshan, Sichuan
. The Moon Reflection Province.
Lyrics by Peng Bangzhen 3. Sanxia is the Three Gorges.

Music by Liu Zhuang and Yan Sheng
6. Tristesse atthe Yangguan Pass

There is a moon in the sky, (Tunes of Gugin)
The other in the water. Arranged by Xia Yifeng and Wang
The moon in the sky is in the water, Zhenya

The moon in water is the one in the sky.
Weicheng in fresh morning rain,

| look down see the water, Tavern's green, green willow trees.

And look up see the sky, Let’s please have one more drink,

Seeing the moon, | miss my home. Passed the Yangguan no more friends.

One in the water, one in the sky. Hurry, hurry, long long journey awaits
ahead.



Take travail, take travail,
Take good care and cherish thee.

Weicheng in fresh morning rain,
Tavern’s green, green willow trees.
Let’s please have one more drink,
Passed the Yangguan no more friends.
How reluctant parting, tears are
streaming.

So sad, so sad, day and night | think of
friends.

Who will mind and who will care?

Who will care my heart's dolor?

Weicheng in fresh morning rain,
Tavern’s green, green willow trees.
Let's please have one more drink,
Passed the Yangguan no more friends.
A toast, a toast, my heart already is
drunken.

Chariot set to go, Chariot set to go,
When will be the return?

How much more can drink?

No matter how much.

We drink, there has an ending,

But sadness remains strong.

I'll write you, and you'll reply.

Letters back and forth carry our
thoughts.

‘Yeel From now on we will meet in our
dreams apart,

Till a swan brings tidings.

. Inthe Silvery Moonlight

(Tatar folk song)
Arranged by Wang Luobin and Li Yinghai

On the golden fine beach,
Spread over silver moonlight.
Seeking for a trace of the past,
But the past is somehow vague.

But the past is somehow vague,
Like a wondering dream.

Where are you hiding?

My unfaithful lady.

| am going on horseback,
Dashing out like a flitting dart.
Go fly my dear horse!

Toward where she went.



8. The Sorrowful Shepherdess

Lyrics by Huo Fan
Music by Jin Sha

The maiden on the windy hills,

For whom are you herding?

Tears are wet through your thin blouse.
Why are you so sad and blue?

See the hills are so bleak,

All the grass and trees are dying and dry.
Soon the sheep will be in hunger,
Landlord’s whip will hit me hard and
mad.

The maiden on the windy hills,
The wind is blowing so chilled!
See you wear so little thin clothes.
Why don’t you go home now?

The wind is blowing so cold,

I'd like staying tight by my sheep.

| am so afraid of going back,

Because the Landlord’s knife will kill my
sheep.
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9. Mamainthe Candlelight*
Lyrics by Wang Jian and Li Chunli
Music by Gu Jianfen

Mama, | want to tell you,

But words make me cry.

Mama, | want to smile,

But tears are falling down my face.

Oh, Mama in the candlelight,

It's your dark hair shimmering with
white.

Oh, Mama in the candlelight,

It's your wrinkled face shines with smile.

Oh mama, my lovely mama,

| have never seen you so weary and sad.
Oh mama, my lonely mama,

| have never seen your eyes so worried.

Mama ah! My lonely mama,

| will never, ever leave you alone, time
after time.

Oh mama, my precious mama,

| will always be grateful, mama.



10.Goolitai* (Xinjiang folk song)

Arranged by Li Yinghai

Gaolitai, | really really miss you,

In the lovely spring time.

| am crying my heart out looking for you,
But where in the world you hide?

An! Gaolitai, Gaolitai,

I'm in grief and sigh.

Nothing | can do but wander,
Where | remember,

As if you will appear in my vision.
Oh! I long for you tonight.

Ah! Gaolitai, Gaolitai,

I'm in grief and sigh.

How | long for you when days and
nights go by!

Ah! Gaolitai, Gaolitai,

Sweet, are you still mine?

How | long for you!

Please come back to me tonight.
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11.A Lovely Rose (Kazak folk song)

Arranged by Lao Zhicheng

How lovely is the rosy flower, Sadie
Maria!

In a day | was on my horseback out
hunting,
While | heard your singing through the
clouds
and down the hill,

| was captivated by your voice,
And | fell down from the hill,
Ahyoyo, your voice put me intoxication.

How strong is the young Kazak, Ivan
Dutar!
Tonight please come cross the river to
my home,
And well feed your horse

and take your pretty Dongbula’.

When the moon is rising high,
Then you play your Dongbula,
Ahyaya, we together singing in the
moonlight.

Note:
1. Donbula is a local string instrurment.



12.Swallow (Kazak folk song)

Lyrics translated by Aitowarff
Arranged by Wu Zugiang

Swallow ah!
Listen to me sing a pretty swallow song,
Listen to what | am going to say to you.

Swallow ah!

You are a darling, pretty, pleasant and
smart,

Your sweet smile is like stars glowing in
the sky.

Ahl crescent eye brows, glinting eyes,
Charming neck and long long hair,
You are my darling, swallow ah!

Swallow ah!

Please remember your promise and
don't forget,

“Il am yours, and you are mine" swallow
ah, an!
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13.Mayeela* (Kazak folk song)
Lyrics and music by Mayeela
Shamstodinowa
Arranged by Wang Luobin and Ding
Shande

Oh, her name’s Mayeela, poet Mayeela.
She has a golden voice, singer Mayeela,
She always sings a song, plays her
Dongbula Dongbula,

Many many crowds gathering under her
window side.

Mayeela layeela halalaku layeela layeela
Halalaku layeelayala lalala!

She is a Wali gal, beautiful Mayeela.

She has a white handkerchief full of rosy
flowers.

All the handsome Kazak kneeling under
her golden gown,

Begging her sing a song, oh,

How that makes her heart very proud.
Mayeela layeela halalaku layeela layeela
Halalaku layeelayala lalalal

Oh, her name's Mayeela, poet Mayeela.



She has a golden voice, singer Mayeela.

Many ardent young Kazak envy her
golden throat, golden throat,

They come looking for a golden
opportunity with luck.

Mayeela layeela halalaku layeela layeela
Halalaku layeelayala lalala!

14.The Running Stream

(Yunnan folk song)

Eh, when the silver moonlight shines so
bright,

| miss my Amei far away.

She’s an angel walking in the air,

Mei ah, Mei ah, Mei ah!

Can you hear the running stream down
the hill?

Eh, when the moonlight shines in the
sky,

| see my Amei in the moonlight.

She's a rainbow crossing over the sky,
Mei ah, Mei ah, Mei ah!

Can you hear your A'ge calling Amei?

15. Mongolian Madrigal
Arranged by An Bo

So blue | see the sky (Eh!),

White clouds are hanging high.
Under the moving clouds

Are covered with snowy white herds.

See the flock of sheep

Spread out like sparkling silver,
Covered all over the grassland,

Oh, how enchanting, how enchanting!

16.Grassland Serenade
Lyrics by Zhang Jiayi
Music by Tian Ge

What a beautiful and tranquil evening!
The only sound heard on the grassland
is the music | play.

I'd like to write a love letter to my
sweetheart (yeh).

What a pity! Wha will be my postman?

Wait until all the snow are melt,
Wait until a breeze brings back spring,



Kekedala has changed its look,

Then my sweetheart will be coming to
join my music.

Then my sweetheart will be coming to
join my music.

Translated by Jingma Fan

16



Channel Classics is fully committed to Super Audio CD format because we believe that offering the highest
quality of surround sound recordings to the public is a logical answer to the changed circumstances in the
recording industry.

also available in the series Channel of China

CCSSAB0106 CCSSA 80607

‘Ambush on all Sides' ‘“Tug at China's Heartstrings’

Zhang Hong Yan, pipa solo Central Music Academy Orchestra of Plucked
Chinese repertoire Instruments.

CCSSA 80206 CCSSA 80807

‘Erhu Chant' ‘Hello Mr. Paganini’

¥u Hong Mei, erhu Ning Feng, violin

Wulin, konghou (chinese harp) Thomas Hoppe, piano

Liu Yin Xuan, yang qin (chinese cymbalo)
Chen Zhe, piano

CCSSA 80406

‘Soliloquy at Cold Mountain Temple'
Chinese repertoire

Chinese National Symphony Orchestra,
Conductor Li Xin Cao

CCSSA 80507

‘Magical Flute of China’
Tang Jun Qiao, dizi
Chinese repertoire
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RERITL (FESET AR
Chinese Lieder

L35 ¥4 & Jingma Fan Tenor
Hle/r#s - f5H7 Reinild Mees Piano
45 : CCSSA 80908

1

kTt

(5R) Eziia, &+
My Sentiment to the Yangtze River
Lyrics by Li Zhiyi (Song Dynasty)
Music by Qingzhu

02:16

Beh®h «EGHAFET Hil
ERA, FBH

Homeland Nostalgia

Lyrics by Qu Zong

Music by Zheng Qiufeng

02:40

BIIMATAENME 03:56
Toeial, BTITH
How Can | Not Miss Her
Lyrics by Liu Bannong
Music by Zhao Yuanreng

Rz#%

AR, R, $EA

The Moon Reflection

Lyrics by Peng Bangzhen

Music by Liu Zhuang and Yan Sheng

02:47

. WRERE (FERK

UM L A

() FHvs, ¥R
Emei Mountain Air
Lyrics by Li Bai (Tang Dynasty)
Music by Luo Zhongrong

01:27

RX=8 (F%)
(F) Toeg, EMfEil, TRIFRMR
Tristesse at the Yangguan Pass
(Tunes of Gugin)
Arranged by Xia Yifeng and Wang Zhenya

05:11

ERAMAXT
(S /R )
TR, ¥R
In the Silvery Moonlight (Tatar folk song)
Arranged by Wang Luobin and Li Yinghai

03:.09

HEEER

A, Sl

The Sorrowful Shepherdess
Lyrics by Huo Fan

Music by Jin Sha

04:05

b Bl X))

Efif. EEAE, (R
Mama in the Candlelight

Lyrics by Wang Jian and Li Chunli
Music by Gu Jianfen

03:.07

02:28
R

Gaolitai (Xinjiang folk song)

Arranged by Li Yinghai
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4.

15.

RN —RHBE (FEAETRERK) 03:06

&L R
ALovely Rose (Kazak folk song)
Arranged by Lao Zhicheng

. BT (WA PR )

BRI, S SRAC AR
Swallow (Kazak folk song)
Lyrics translated by Aitowarff
Arranged by Wu Zugiang

- B (RS R RAK)

By B IO FEh i 1A
FERERH, THMRME
Mayeela (Kazak folk song)
Lyrics and music by Mayeela
Shamstodinowa

Arranged by Wang Luobin
and Ding Shande

/NEIMK (ZHRE)
The Running Stream
(Yunnan folk song)

O (MR RIK)
BT
Mongolian Madrigal
Arranged by An Bo

. Bz

Fehngia, I
Grassland Serenade
Lyrics by Zhang Jiayi
Music by Tian Ge

01:45

02:26

02:55

02:16

03:52

17.

18.

20.

REEREE (AREEE)
FCRE M AT

Mama in the Candlelight

English translation by Jingma Fan

Hfkhr (FH%ESCHE
B R

Mayeela (Kazak folk song)
English Translation by Jingma Fan

. BEih BR OBSET il

(FAZE3CHE)
BOCREIE: BT
Homeland Nostalgia
English Translation by Jingma Fan

SRR (FSCRE)

PEICH TR RS

Gaolitai (Xinjiang folk song)
English Translation by Jingma Fan

L8] (Total time):

03:12

02:31

02:40

58:36
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