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Bas . YAEL ACHER -“KAT” MODIANO

Thanks so much for buying this CD. My name is Yael Acher and my artist’s name, “KAT”
Modiano, stems from two sources that are close to my heart. First up, “Modiano” is the

1.
. 1. Blue KAT Moves - 8:46 old family name that my grandmother carried from her father, whose family came
2. Modiano Carnies - (Feat. Rashad MATTHEW Dobbins) - 3:31 from Italy.
3. thl.'lal for Peaceful Sp|r|ts 50.02 Secondly, “KAT" is my favourite person, the pivotal character in George Herriman'’s
4. NOMAD Imagination- Roots of Love -3:12 masterpiece, “KRAZY KAT," a surreal, hilarious, cartoon strip from the first half of the
- 5. AIR - Peng'’s Flight - 8:01 - 20c. It raises awareness for racism, police brutality, street crime, pacifism, human/

6. NOMAD Multiplicities - IT - (Feat. Rashad MATTHEW Dobbins) - 4:56 animal rights, individualism, ancient love, Otherness, gender identity, gossip,

- ) and anything that goes on between people in any community. Herriman'’s no
7. MATTHEW'S - (Feat. Rashad MATTHEW Dobbins) - 6:01 conforming colourful or B/W visual aesthetics including Native American inspired

8. Sugar Hill -9:31 graphic designs, is the backdrop for the dynamics between urban characters from
a building in NYC who moved West to “Coconino,” a desert town in the middle of
Monument Valley’s surreal landscape.

® ABOUT THE ALBUM

‘. ¢ | composed most of the music on this album
. in autumn 2020, during a long COVID
® B shutdown in Copenhagen, so when we
= .. recorded the first sessions in late February
. R ; . 2 " 2021, we were all fresh out of isolation. In
.l ~ fact, | remember leading the quintet and
' playing the flute part on “AIR- Peng’s
Flight” while trying to ignore the high
KAT Modiano fever | had from a COVID
T T o vaccination. It had to “mind
YAEL ACHER over matter” during ',Jr '
NOMAD IMAGINATION that session. i
Roots of Love
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Recording the quintet’s
instrumental tracks was a re-union

with my Copenhagen based band with
whom | worked with before moving to
NYC in mid 2000s. Kristor Bredsgaard
played bass and Daniel Muschinsky
contributed once again his retro
keyboards that are also featured on my
earlier album, “KAT” &’ MOON" in Manna-
hata. With the addition of Ayi Solomon’s
percussion and vocals, and Niclas
Compagnol, who | had also previously
worked with on drums, the quintet’s
sound palate was completed.

But | felt that the album needed an
additional edgy urban raw flavour

that communicates the multi-layered
messages. With that in mind, | reached
out to my good friend, poet/MC and artist
Rashad Dobbins. He is also featured on
the same earlier album, and performed
with my Junk “KAT” & Modiano in
Copenhagen and NYC venues: Blue Note,
Bowery Petry Club, etc.

These electro-acoustic tracks on the
album were created in July 2022, featuring

ABOUT THE Music

track is Mahatma Gandhi’s talking about
spirituality: “for | can see, in the midst of
death, life persists; in the midst of darkness,
light persists; in the midst of untruth, truth
persists.”

| created the industrial beats on the tracks
“Modiano Carnies,”"NOMAD Multiplicities-
IT” and “MATTHEW'S" initially for my album
Redcar (2001), to accompany the flute,
trombone and double bass. Later | used
the audio sample from the beats in my
electro-acoustic music for choreography,
as well as for my soundtracks to Weimar
era silent films. Combined with Rashad’s
intense, urgent, socially critical and spiritual
messages and new instrumental samples,
the Industrial beats transformed yet again,
adding an urban soundscape to the album.

“Modiano Carnies” resists conformity. It

is the first track we started working on.
Andrew Read from Aliud Records heard it
and gave me the green light to continue
creating tracks for this album. | can imagine
performing this tune with Rashad, while
wearing masks inspired by the Carnies of
the Carnival. Masks are inseparable element

audio files and Rashad’s lyrics and rap in many of my concerts.

Rashad MATTHEW Dobbins's poetry going back & forth across-continents and The music tells its own story differently to each

and rap, with my Industrial beats (made The consistent pulse on a deep drums

X . . R time zone differences (Cleveland Ohio / listener. However, here’s the backdrop: 3 HaR VRS
of industrial noises) and instrumental and djembe in “Ritual for Peaceful Spirits
L g . Copenhagen, Denmark.) / . x KONl i ;

samples from the quintet’s recording. “Blue KAT Moves" is a Funk-jazz suite, is inspired by Native American Pow Wow

Although we had a short deadline, | am truly grateful for all these masterful composed of contrasting parts. The ‘acapella’ drum ceremonies. | enjoy the physical/

creativity was abundant and flowing on groovy KATs who joined me in bringing interlude with multiple tracks flute and mental energy resonating from a group

an intense pulse. My electro-acoustic this album content to life. Solomon's voices temporarily breaks down of drummers; all beating steadily on one
the tight structure. Another voice in this large Pow Wow drum while singing, and
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the other participants dancing
in a circle that is open for all to join.
In “Ritual” the steady beat from below
is like a heartbeat, while everything else
transforms through different soundscapes
and culminates in a rocky groove, and ends
with a jazz inspired quiet phrase.

| placed “NOMAD Imagination - Root of Love,”
the album’s title song in the heart of the
album’s track list, meaning to take the listener
to a resting place with a more contemplative
soundscape. | found this fascinating story
about the journey of a giant bird called

Peng in a book with a collection of stories by
Zhuangzi, the legendary Chinese philosopher
from the late “Warring States” period (476-221
BC). Ayi Solomon’s voice tells the story and is
accompanied by an open form instrumental
improvisation on djembe, gongs, flute, large
bansuri (Indian flute) and effects, Moog,
gongs. The track also includes audio samples
of cayote choir that my friend and dancer
Ernesta Corvino recorded on a winter night
walk outside her house in Connecticut. |
edited this track as an electro-acoustic piece.

This leads to the next track, “Air- Peng’s Flight”
that is inspired by the same story. | initially
composed the main melody while flying

from Tel Aviv to Copenhagen. | feel that the
tune tells its own story, gradually growing
and flying or dancing. Samples from the pre-
released versions of both “Blue KAT Moves’,
“Air- Peng’s Flight,” are in my recent film scores

to a pair of short comedy French silent films

from early 1910s. The films and sound will be
released in a rare silent film collection called

Cinema’s First Nast Women.

“NOMAD Multiplicities - IT” has a cooler urban
fire vibe to it, almost playful. | feel that Rashad’s
mysterious meanings are expressed here
between the lines. The music corresponds to
the text with queer funky instrumental loops
and a medium tempo industrial beat pulse.

If the latter leaves you drowsy, “MATTHEW'S”
however, puts you on your toes! | feel that the
electro-acoustic audio blended with Rashad’s
text and rap cut right through to grab your
attention, only delivering a kind of relief in the
Rashad’s last verse: “WHEN REFLECTION MOVES
INTUNED..."This song is about a soulfull
search for true limitless conscious existence.

To some it might feel churchy, especially with
the Hammond organ at the start and end. But
it’s larger than religious orientations. When

the track was completed, | named Rashad
MATTHEW, for his incredible work in this album
project.

“Sugar Hill” the closing track, is an instrumental
love song to my beau in NYC. It is also
dedicated to Sugar Hill, the neighbourhood

in Harlem where | also taught and performed
at different venues. The song expresses the
longing to be back in my element. The bluesy
part of the tune honours all the legendary jazz
musicians and other creating artists who lived
and performed there. - Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano

Production credits:

All music composed by Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano

Produced by Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano.

Recorded February-May 2021 at BOGEY Studio, Copenhagen V. Denmark
Sound engineer: Kristor Brodsgaard

Music Editing: Kristor Bredsgaard (tracks 1,3, 5, 8)

Music Editing: Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano tracks (2, 4, 6, 7)

Mixed and mastered by Jos Boerland, Aliud Records, Joure, NL.

Graphic design and art-work: Andrew Read

Album Cover photo: Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano

Booklet Cover photo: Supramod VD

Additional photography: Monica Carlsson, Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano, Lea Weinberg
Liner Notes: Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano

Musicians:

Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano - flute, EFX, bansuri (Indian bamboo flute), industrial beats,
electro-acoustic loops (all tracks)

Rashad MATTHEW Dobbins - MC poet (on tracks 2, 6, 7)

Daniel Muschinsky - piano and keyboards (on tracks 1,3, 4, 5, 8)

Kristor Bredsgaard — double bass and el- bass (on tracks 1,3, 4, 5, 8)

Ayi Solomon - percussion and voice (on tracks 1,3, 4, 5, 8)

Niclas Compagnol - drums (on tracks 1,3, 5, 8)

More information on Yael Acher “KAT” Modiano at: www.modianomusic.net
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