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This recording was made at the Royal College of
Music recital hall during a live recital by Michael
Kevin Jones, violoncello and Ean Mei Yeoh, piano.

The program includes the rarely heard Zoltan Ko-
daly (1882-1967), duo Sonata op.4 in two move-
ments. This sonata was inspired by folk melodies
collected by Kodaly although its harmonic treat-
ment and development show the strong influ-
ence of impressionism. Originally concieved as a
conventional Sonata in three movements, Kodaly
withheld the first movement due to his insatis-
faction with it and the sonata was published as a
movement work.

The introductory solo cello of the Fantasia-Al-
legro di molto, leads to a clear folk like devel-
opment in fourths charcateristic of Hungarian
popular music. 4



The movement enjoys a general rhapsodic feeling
with frequent virtuosic complex free rhythmic
‘cymbalistic “style interjections from the piano.

Kodaly employs a sophisticated notated system
of rubato creating the illusion of improvised folk
rhythms.

Although Kodaly said he was inspired by Bee-
thoven while writing the last movement of this
sonata, there is a strong influence of Hungarian
folk music patterns.

This is an exhuberant and fiery finale although
Kodaly clearly forsaw the structual symetrical
balance needed and added a haunting coda
recapitulation of the second movement theme
with intense harmonic piano chords bringing the
sonata to a surprising and magical ending. 5



Zoltan Kodaly



Shostakovich wrote his first cello concerto for
Mstistlav Rostropovich who gave it s first perfor-
mance in 1959.

The Allegretto, captured here in the composer s
cello piano version, is a highly rythmic driving
“tour de force ‘beloved by cellist and audiences
alike.

Tchaikovsky Pezzo capricioso, like his Rococco
variations , was originally conceived for cello

and orchestra but it is also often played in the
composers version for cello and piano as heard
here in this live recital recording.
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