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Every time I listen to the works of Franz Liszt, I recognize
the depth of our great composer’s love for his country and his
search for God. To be more accurate, his music 1s characterized
by spiritual and intellectual growth and deepening, the intelligence
of the mystical — the transcendental experience and mystical
tranquility; the Hungarian virtue and flaming patriotism.

I encounter similar feelings when I think of Eva Polgar’s
artistry. Capturing Liszt’s style is an intuitive ability that defines
her pianism. Furthermore, she has her own relationship with
God, love for her family and country, and search for her path
in life. A few years ago in Zebegény, I stated about Eva Polgar
in a concert performance thus: that I hear Richter’s and Glenn
Gould’s genius in her interpretations. I would like to make a
correction: today I hear Eva Polgar as her own unique genius in
Liszt.

Attila Sztanké PhD
Rector of basilica minor in Mariabesnyd,
Hungary, January 7, 2021






Supreme serenity still remains the Ideal of great Art. The shapes and transitory
Jorms of life are but stages toward this Ideal, which Christ's religion illuminates
with His divine light.

Ferenc Liszt

The thematic idea of the album Harmonies patriotiques et religicuses is
influenced by Ferenc Liszt’s dedication to his homeland and devotion
to God. The further my profession has taken me from my country, the
stronger I relate to these ideals. To honor my roots, Sandor Vily, the
creator of the album’s graphic design, has used images of a statue
about Saint Elisabeth of the Hungarian Arpédh;iz Dynasty and of
the decorative motives of the Lady of Snows Roman Catholic

Church, both located in my hometown, Zebegény, Hungary.

The first and last pieces on the album, Swrum Corda. Erbebet enre
Herzen [Lift Up Your Hearts] and Legend No. 2, St. Francois de Panle

marchant sur les flots | St. Francis of Paola walking on the waves | are
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both composed in the E Major, a key signature associated with
“serene religious feeling” in Liszt’s output. Through their unearthly
harmonic progressions, these compositions encapsulate the religious
wisdom of the Abbé Liszt. The key of E Major suggests the elevated
atmosphere of Offerrorinm in the Hungarian Coronation Mass as well.
Religious and patriotic nature, two prominent characteristics of
Liszt’s music, meet in the Hungarian Coronation Mass. The Master
wrote the Mass for the coronation of Emperor Francis Joseph I of
Austria as King of Hungary, and arranged the Benedictus and Offertorinm
for solo piano. The Hungarian palotas rhythms give both the Offertorium
and the Hungarian Rhapsody No. 11 an unmistakable flavor of the
Hungarian style. Whereas in the Csardas and Csardas obstinée the musical
texture is mainly dominated by Liszt’s late compositional and har-
monic style, Puszza Webmnt [Longing for the Steppes], an equally late
work based on a theme by Countess Ludmilla Gizycka, features the
Friss [Fresh] and Lassu [Slow] tempo changes that one would associate
with the csardas. More interestingly, one can hear the dark rhythmic

motives of Liszt’s Funérailles in the opening bass line passages of
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this short and bright piece. In spite of the fact that both Les jerx
d'eanx a la villa ’Este [The Fountains of the Villa d’Este] and Psanme
use Biblical text as a source of inspiration, they display an interesting
dichotomy in character. Liszt masterfully transforms the musical
depicting of the Villa d’Este’s waterfalls and fountains into a spring
of eternal life by quoting Evangelist Saint John in one of the calmest,
most transparent parts of the work: “But whoever drinks the water
I give him will never thirst.” Psanme is based on Psalm 42 with the
subtitle de /église @ Genéve [from the church in Geneva]. The noble
piano adaptation of a four voice setting in Liszt’s early cycle, . Abum d'un
voyagenr, resembles the pure and spartan personality of Saint Francis,
whom Liszt so evocatively honors in his First Legend, St. Francois
d’Assise — La prédication aux oiseaux [The sermon to the birds]. The
fragile trills and subtle wind-like thirty-second runs create a similar

impressionistic image to the ones in Les jeux d’eanx a la villa d’Este.

In conclusion, Saint Elisabeth of Arpadhaz, whose statue decorates

the album booklet, lived the ideals of Francis of Assisi and recetved
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his blessing in 1226. Upon her canonization she was declared the
patron saint of the Third Order of Saint Francis, the very order that
Liszt himself joined more than 600 years later. This connection is
the strongest proof of this album’s existence born of the fingers of
a Hungarian pianist who grew up admiring both the miraculous

statue in Zebegény and the heavenly compositions of Ferenc Liszt.

I would like to express my gratitude to the entire production team,
listed on the album cover, who have assisted me on my journey to
reach a long time dream, my first piano album comprising works of
Ferenc Liszt. Furthermore, I could not have completed this process
without the personal and musical support of my family and extended
family of friends and mentors including Dr. Katherine Hickey, Judith

Neslény, Dr. Orsolya Szab6, and many others. Thank you to alll

Eva Polgar
Zebegény, February 21, 2021






Critics praise Eva Polgar for her “intelligent interpretations”
(Funzine Magazine), “emotional power” (New York Concert Review),
and “vibrant technique” (American Hungarian Journal). Her dedication
to her native Hungarian culture has resulted in researching Béla
Bartok’s piano arrangements of his original orchestral compositions
and specializing in Franz Liszt’s music. She has toured North and
South America, Europe, and China and has been featured at Carnegie
Hall in New York City, at the Leipzig Gewandhaus in Germany, and
at the Vigad6 Concert Hall in Budapest, Hungary. She has performed
under the baton of Horst Forster, Okko Kamu, and Tamas Vasary.
In the realm of cross-disciplinary endeavors, she collaborates extensively
with visual artist Sandor Valy. A committed educator and adjudicator,
she has appeared at masterclasses, festivals, and competitions such
as the Los Angeles International Liszt Competition ( LAILC ) and
the Bogota International Piano Festival. She has been elected co-

director of LAILC in 2017, which empowers her to foster young
musicians at their early stage of professional career.

www.evapolgar.com
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01. Sursum corda. Erhebet eure Herzen, S163/7 3:57
02. Hungarian Coronation Mass, Benedictus, $501/1 5:57
. Hungarian Coronation Mass, Offertorium, S501/2 4:38
. Les jeux d’eaux 2 la Villa d’Este, S163/4 8:02
. Hungarian Rhapsody No. 11, $244/11 6:27
. Csardas, S225/1 1:47
7. Csardas Obstinée, S225/2 3:25
. Puszta Wehmuth, S246 3:15
. Psaume — de P’église 2 Géneéve, S156/7 3:50
. Legend No. 1, St. Francois d’Assise — La prédication aux oiseaux, S175/1 10:26
Legend No. 2, St. Francois de Paule marchant sur les flots, S175/2 8:56
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Executive producer: Rébert Zoltan Hunka
Producer: Ruoting Li

Recording, Editing, Mastering: Joseph Patrych
Recorded at Martin Patrych Memorial Studios on August 7-13, 2020
Piano: Hamburg Steinway CD 147

Tuning: Kenneth A. Farnum, Jr.

Cover and booklet design: Sandor Vily
Booklet photos: Andras Sallay

Portrait photo: Richard Rejino
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