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BÉLA SZAKCSI JR.

Steinway D Concert Piano


KRISZTIÁN PECEK LAKATOS

Double bass


ELEMÉR BALÁZS

Drums



If I didn't know them, I would still feel, listening to this album, that they are good friends 
in private life - not "just" colleagues - who know each other's thoughts and feelings and 
pay maximum attention to each other's every musical and human emotion. The heart 
and soul are also very much in evidence on the disc, as the way the themes are played 
and shaped in each case brings out their beauty and sentimentality. Szakcsi Jr.'s 
textbook, beautiful strumming, captivating "intros", uplifting harmonies and 
improvisations captivate the listener. They have everything that makes us jazz lovers! The 
subtlety and tastefulness as well as the swinging, the excellent "time" or the "supreme" 
level of melodic development. Krisztián and Elemér are a tightly knit, world-class rhythm 
section who, among other traits, are masters of the mainstream. They accompany with 
full attention to the soloist, in a way that even inspires Béla to a great extent. They do all 
this with the utmost love and humility, as the goal is the pinnacle of chamber music 
performance, which these wonderful artists achieve! Of course, they also show us their 
virtuosity through their solos (too), and the swing feeling is tight yet airy, something that 
every soloist in the world craves.


Károly Gáspár

JazzMa.hu
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Following in the footsteps of his father, Béla Lakatos Szakcsi, Szakcsi Jr. also chose to 
play the piano. From the age of six to twelve he received classical education, after which 
his interest turned to jazz music. This is how Szakcsi Jr. became one of the most 
prominent pianist on the European jazz scene. He has worked with many great 
American and European musicians, such as Ravi Coltrane, Rick Margitza, Jean Toussaint, 
Mornington Lockett, Tony Lakatos, Lew Tabackin, Ed Thigpen, Martin Drew, Clifford Jarvis, 
Jack DeJohnette, John Patitucci, Palle Danielson, Marcus Gilmore, Aladár Pege, Dezső 
Lakatos Ablakos. While he was studying jazz at the Béla Bartók Conservatory of Music, he 
has already performed with leading Hungarian artists. His debut album was released in 
1997. In 1998 he was invited to contribute to Aladár Pege's album. In 2003 he reached 
the most important stage in his career and had the opportunity to record with two 
world-famous musicians, drummer Jack DeJohnette and bass player John Patitucci.  In 
2004 he formed a new band named Tribute to Charlie Parker. In 2005 he played at the  
Budapest Jazz Festival and JazzBaltica Festival with Jack DeJohnette. Since 2008 he has 
been playing with his trio. The members of the trio are Krisztián Lakatos Pecek on bass 
and Elemér Balázs  on drums. He taught jazz piano and jazz history. Since 2022 he has 
been working with a new fusion group called Renaissance.
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Krisztián Pecek Lakatos was born in 1989. He started to play on the double bass when 
he was 9 years old. Krisztián started to learn classical music at Tóth Aladár Music School 
which he continued later at the Béla Bartók Conservatory. He developed himself in jazz 
in a self-taught way. In 2003, when he was only 13, he won a jazz double bass 
competition of the Hungarian Radio, where the age limit was 30. The Jury was John 
Patitucci, whom Krisztián played together with on a Gala Concert. As a prize of this 
competition he could make his first album with the title “Young man with a big bass”. In 
2007 he played together with Jr. Béla Szakcsi Lakatos and with a world-famous jazz 
drummer, Ed Thigpen. In January 2012 he played with Elemér Balázs, József Balázs and 
two also world-famous jazz musicians, Nicholas Payton and Tim Ries at the Palace of Arts 
Budapest. His solo album "In Memory of..." was released in 2012 with his own 
compositions. In 2013 he was on tour in Switzerland with Róbert Szakcsi Lakatos and 
also made an album together with Gregory Hutchinson. He started to compose when 
he was 16.
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“In my opinion Elemér is one of the best drummers today. He plays with incomparable 
musicality and fineness. He is able to listen to every single musical moment with such 
attention, he is able to make such fine and spontaneous decisions on stage, that only 
encourages the quality of the play of the other musicians. He reaches out of his 
instrument with great taste. I always play with him with joy and so do I listen to his 
music.”


Pat Metheny



RECORDING INFO

Piano AB: 2 X Neumann U87

Piano Room: AEA R88

Double bass body: Neumann UM 57

Double bass neck: Se Z5600

Kick: AKG D12

Snare top: Schoeps CMC6U with MK4 capsule

Snare bottom: Shure Sm57

Hihat: Schoeps CMC6U with MK4 capsule

Floor tom: Sony C48

Rack tom: Sony C48

Overheads: 2 X Neumann M149

Sound Engineer: Tibor Lahó

Recorded audio format: Native DSD256 (Pyramix, Merging Hapi)

Mixed and mastered on Neumann KH 420 Monitors







1. Along Came Betty - Benny Golson 06:31
2. Elisabeth - Szakcsi Lakatos Béla, Ablakos Lakatos Dezső 06:40
3. Silhouette - Balázs Elemér 03:58
4. I Hear A Rhapsody - George Fragos 07:13
5. Stolen Tears - Szakcsi Jr. 04:46
6. I’ll Close My Eyes - Billy Reid 04:35
7. How About You - Burton Lane 07:13
8. Epilogue (Dedicated to my Father Szakcsi) - Szakcsi Jr. 04:51

 Total time: 45:47
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Piano technician: Balázs Tóth
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