LIVE CONCERT RECORDING

CONTEMPORARY PIANO PIECES BY JOZSEF SOPRONI & JOZSEF SARI
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To Jozsef Séri and Jézsef Soproni, with eternal gratitude and admiration



LASZLO BORBELY

Steinway Model D Concert Grand Piano, Hamburg



Jozsef Sari W B | LiszloBorbély
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LészI6 Borbély is a pianist of exceptional talent and ability. His repertoire spans the entire
musical canon, from Baroque piano works to numerous contemporary compositions. His
concerts and recordings attest to his profound musicality and dazzling technique. The
harmonious combination of his analytical skills and spontaneous musicality makes his
piano playing so insightful. He enjoys challenging difficult pieces, as evidenced by his
magnificent CD recordings of Bach's The Art of Fugue, the Goldberg Variations, and
Messiaen's Catalogue d'oiseaux, among others. | pay tribute to LaszIé Borbély with great
respect, gratitude, and love!

Seiousef



SNAPSHOTS

Our album selection is both an homage and an in memoriam. The music of Jozsef Séri,
who would have celebrated his 90th birthday this year, and Jozsef Soproni (who would
have been 95 this year) is radically different, yet not so different that the two composers do
not share similar aesthetic principles and influences, which they followed in creating most
of their works. This is obviously and primarily due to the indelible (and unrivalled) magic of
Béla Bartdk, but perhaps also to the fact that Soproni and Sari, belonging to the same
generation, approached the piano in a somewhat similar way. However, this does not
mean that their music is devoid of a kind of "universality" or "eclecticism" in the noblest
and best sense of the word, and bears only traces of "provincial” influences - far from it.
The two Preludes and fugues that open and close the selection are clear evidence of
Soproni's admiration for Bach - the genius of Bach is also a common point between the
two composers. Sari's series entitled Snapshots consists of concise miniatures, balanced
down to the smallest detail, with such telling titles as Hommage a John Cage (Cage and
the influence of the repetitive school are very relevant in Sari's oeuvre), or It is hailing on
the tin roof, as well as Stubbornly, which can be said to be a kind of "topos" of 20th-century
composition; the adjectives "relentless" and "stubborn" (and the musical behavior they
describe) can also be clearly traced back to Bartok and have folk roots.



Although Soproni's Memory Pages cycle is intended to lean toward late Romanticism, its
formal discipline and rich colors often bring to mind the French Impressionists (Like a
Stream), but its lightness (almost frivolity) means that Bartok's early works (primarily) can
be considered its precursors. There is no doubt, of course, that many works can also be
interpreted as Baroque-inspired (such as Fantasy with Fughetta). In the case of the music
on this album, it is not a question of its "validity," as this is guaranteed by two composers
with perfectly developed individual voices. The question is rather what kind of afterlife
these works will have. Just as our aversion to contemporary works is fueled almost
exclusively by a fear of the new and the unusual (the strange), we can only hope that we
will always dare to listen to modern works with open ears and senses, in this case the
celebrated works of the two composers, Sari and Soproni.

Laszlé Borhély
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RECORDING INFO

Microphones
Piano: 5 x DPA4011
AD/DA

Merging Hapi
DAW

Pyramix MassCore

Analog Mixing Console
Studer 962

EQ
Prism Sound Maselec MEA-2

Effect
Bricasti Design M7+ M10

Compressor/ Limiter
Manley Variable MU
Prism Sound Maselec MPL2

Ambiance
16 lucky studio concert participant



LASZLO BORBELY - SNAPSHOTS
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Soproni: Prelude and Fugue in G: I. Prelude

Soproni: Prelude and Fugue in G: II. Fugue

Sari: Snapshots No. 1 "In Ambush”

Sari: Snapshots No. 2 "Tale"

Sari: Snapshots No. 3 “The Piano-tuner”

Sari: Snapshots No. 4 “Chess Players”

Sari: Snapshots No. 5 "Stubbornly”

Soproni: Memory Pages No. 1 "Remembering”

Soproni: Memory Pages No. 2 "Like A Stream”

Soproni: Memory Pages No. 8 “Fantasy with Fughetta”: I. Fantasy
Soproni: Memory Pages No. 8 “Fantasy with Fughetta”: II. Fughetta
Soproni: Memory Pages No. 10 "Novellette”

Soproni: Memory Pages No. 20 "Canzone”

Soproni: Memory Pages No. 13 "Playfully”

Sari: Snapshots No. 6 "Hesitating Decision”

Sari: Snapshots No. 7 “35 Candles for The Birthday of Albrecht Pfister”
Sari: Snapshots No. 8 "Hommage a John Cage”

Sari: Snapshots No. 9 “It is Hailing on The Tin Roof”

Sari: Snapshots No. 10 "The Portrait of Sisyphos”

Soproni: Prelude and Fugue in B-flat: I. Prelude

Soproni: Prelude and Fugue in B-flat: II. Fugue

Soproni: Memory pages No. 23 “Postludium”

Total time:

02:39
01:45
01:13
02:09
02:09
02:37
02:09
01:15
00:40
01:15
00:39
01:20
01:19
00:56
01:12
01:37
01:20
02:03
01:59
03:31
03:03
01:49

38:39






Borbély Laszlo kivételes tehetségli és képességii zongorista. Repertodrja a zeneirodalmon
ativeld, a barokk zongoram(vektdl egészen napjaink szdmos kortdrs kompoziciéjdig.
Koncertjei, felvételei tanisédgot adnak elmélyiilt zeneiségérdl és kaprézatos technikajardl.
Elemz6 képessége, valamint spontdn muzikalitdsanak harmonikus egyittmikddése teszi
oly ért6vé zongorajatékat. Nagy feladatok kedveldje, mint ezt tobbek kozott Bach: A Figa
miivészete, a Goldberg-varidciok, valamint Messiaen Madarkatalégusénak nagyszer(i CD-
felvételei is bizonyitjak. Nagyrabecsiléssel, halaval és szeretettel adézom Borbély
Lészlonak!

Seiousef



PILLANATKEPEK

Lemeziink valogatdsa egyszerre "hommage” és "in memoriam”. Az idén 90. sziiletésnapjét
tinnepld Sari Jozsef és Soproni Jozsef (aki szintén idén lenne 95 éves) zenéje bar
gyokeresen kiilonbozik egymastdl, mégis, nem annyira, hogy a két szerz6 kézott ne
lennének fellelhetSk azon hasonld esztétikai elvek, hatdsok, melyeket kovetve miiveik
z0mét megalkottdk. Ez nyilvanvaléan és legelsdsorban Bartok Béla kitordlhetetlen (és
utolérhetetlen) vardzsanak, de taldn annak is kdszonhetd, hogy Soproni és Sari egy
generdciéhoz tartozvén valamelyest hasonlé médon kozelit a zongorédhoz. Ez azonban
természetesen nem jelenti azt, hogy zenéjiik mentes volna egyfajta ,egyetemességtél’,
vagy a sz0 legnemesebb és legjobb értelmében vett ,eklekticizmustol” és pusztan
Lprovincidlis” hatdsok nyomait viselné magén - sz sincs errdl. A valogatast nyit6 és zard
két Praeludium és Fuiga egyértelm(i bizonyitéka Soproni Bach-tiszteletének - a két szerz6
kozott Bach zsenije ugyancsak kdzos pont. Sari Pillanatképek cimi sorozata tdmor, a
legaprébb részletekig kiegyenstlyozott miniat(irokbdl all, olyan sokatmondd cimekkel,
mint példdul az Hommage a John Cage (Cage és a repetitiv iskola hatdsa igencsak relevans
a Sari-életmiiben), vagy a Jégesd a pléhtetdn, tovabbd a Makacsul, mely mondhatni a 20.
szazadi zeneszerzés egyfajta ,toposza”; a ,kérlelhetetlen’, ,csokdnyds” jelz6k (és zenei
viselkedésforma) egyértelmien szintén Bartoktd| szarmaztathatok és népi gyokerekkel is
JIELS



Soproni Emléklapok ciklusa széndéka szerint is ugyan inkabb a késéromantika felé huz,
mégis, formai fegyelme és szingazdagsaga sokszor a francia impresszionistakat is
esziinkbe juttathatja (Mint egy patak), de konnyedsége (méar-mar frivolsaga) okdn megint
csak Bartok (elsdsorban) korai miivei tekinthetdk elképnek. Nem vitds persze, hogy
szamos mivet barokk utdnérzésként is értelmezhetiink (Fantdzia fughettaval). A lemezen
szerepld zenék esetében természetesen nem az ,érvényességiik” a kérdés, hiszen erre
garancia e két tokéletesen kidolgozott egyéni hangot birtokld szerz6. A kérdés sokkal
inkdbb az, hogy e miiveknek milyen utééletitk lesz. Ahogy a kortérs alkotdsok irdnti
mindenfajta averzionkat is szinte kizardlag az Gjtdl, a kiilonlegestdl (furcsatdl) valo félelem
taplalja, most sem kivanhatunk mast, vagy tébbet, mint azt, hogy merjik mindig nyitott
fiillel és érzékkel hallgatni a modern alkotasokat, jelen esetben a két tinnepelt szerzd, Sari
és Soproni ,ékkoveit".

Borbély Ldszlo



Live recording at ProVibe Park Studios, 6 September 2025
Piano technician: Balazs Téth

Balance and recording engineer: Sandor Arok

Mastering engineer: Tom Caulfield

Photo: Andrea Felvégi (Jozsef Soproni)
Producer: Rébert Zoltan Hunka
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