Benjamin

My grandson. His birth,
in early 2023, had an
overwhelming emotional

impact on me. I experienced
an unspeakable feeling of sheer

joy and happiness, but there was

also an almost unavoidable underly-
ing sense of worry. What challenges
await him and his generation? I had no
choice but to start looking for songs of
love, hope, comfort, life, and childhood,
and perform them in the most intimate
and vulnerable setting.



Jeroen

How lucky I was to run into pianist Jeroen van Vliet again. We had
played as a duo before (at the closing weekend of the old Bimhuis in
2005), and he was part of my semi-acoustic quartet, Executive Lounge.
His strong sense of form, sensibility, creativity, and musical intuition
would make a perfect match for my intentions for this album.

Charlotte

Composer/lyricist Irving Berlin was unmistakably one of the Big Five
from the American Songbook. With his catchy song , he knew
how to perfectly capture the feeling of unconditional love {rom one
person to another. He wrote it as a wedding gift to his wife in 1925. Now,
almost 100 years later, I would like to present this album-opener as a gift
to Benjamin's mom, Charlotte.



Fools & Kings

It was Nat King Cole who turned Eden Ahbez' song mnto
a major hit in 1948. It has never left the music scene since. Jeroen was
kind enough to bring his vintage Iender Rhodes piano into the studio
for this track (and two others). I truly appreciate his approach to the
electric piano, and I believed it would be a modest yet contrasting and
worthy addition to the Steinway & Sons D concert grand piano for
some of the repertoire we've recorded on "Little Dancer."

Niels

Benjamin's dad deserves some attention here as well. The 1934 composition

by Mabel Wayne (with words by Al
Hoflman & Maurice Shgter) beautifully describes some of the setbacks a little
boy can encounter; such as losing his kiddy-car or some marbles, and the
comlforting role played by his dad. The song gained recognition through
recordings by Perry Como, Bing Crosby, Sarah Vaughan with Count Basie,
and later; even more so through Eric Clapton's rendition.



Wayne

One of the most prolific and quirky jazz composers of our time was
without any doubt Wayne Shorter. As a saxophonist and composer, he
has pushed musical boundaries throughout his life. Jeroen willingly
granted my request to record a solo version here of ,atrue
masterpiece from Shorter's classic 1966 Blue Note album Speak No Evil.

Tom

Trom the moment Benjamin was on his feet, he started dancing. Just
another reason why I was attracted so much by the sheer joy and vivid-
ness of the beautiful jazz-waltz , composed by the Ameri-
can trumpeter extraordinaire Tom Harrell, and also why I decided to
make it the title track of this album.



Charlie

Best known for his film work, Charlie Chaplin is also the composer of the
somewhat melancholic song (originally an instrumental theme
appearing in Chaplin's 1936 movie Modern Times), with lyrics added
later on by John Turner and Geoflrey Parsons. It encourages you to keep
a positive attitude at all times to overcome whatever misfortune you may
encounter.

Judy

Harold Arlen and Yip Harburg’s (Somewhere) became
Judy Garland’s signature song immediately after it appeared in the 1939 film
The Wizard of Oz. This song, about finding yoursell” a place far away from
any trouble, found its way into countless performances and recordings. I took
that as a challenge for an unaccompanied solo version.



Shirley

, written by Artie Butler and Phyllis Molinary and

recorded by Shirley Horn in Johnny Mandel's orchestra arrangement,
touched me deeply from the first tme I heard it. She reflects on her life,
recognizing that she has had her share and finds that she's still in for

more.

Sylvia

was written by Sylvia Fine for the 1959 film bearing

the same name, starring Danny Kaye and Louis Armstrong, about the
cornettist Red Nichols. The five pennies I give you stand for

jazz
wishing, dreaming, dancing, laughing and loving



Niles

Jazz pianist/composer Randy Weston wrote the cheerful jazz-waltz
for his son. Jazz singer/songwriter Jon Hendricks captured
the spirit of the song tactfully in the lyrics he added to it: the uncondi-
tional love for your kid, even if he can wear you out and “make you
shout”! (Hendricks cleverly uses the agitated sound of the middle part of
the song to highlight that part of childhood as well.)
Jeroen and I thought it would be fitting for the 'little rascal'-atmosphere
of this tune to pick up the pace a notch.



Praise

With , composed by American jazz pianist Aaron Parks, Jeroen
and I would like to express our gratitude to all the amazing people we
find ourselves surrounded with and for the opportunities we have been
granted throughout our lives.

Jared, Jonas, Jara, Diederik

The ears, eyes, brains, guts and heart of Just Listen Records. Thanks for all
your efforts, making my ideas come true and making them sound and look so
good. It's a real treat working with you.

Theodora, Milan, Charlotte

My love, my life.

- Angelo, October 2023
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