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Technical Notes:
Description of equipment and processes used for Master Tape transfers at 

Puget Sound Studios:
!
! Puget Sound Studios received the tapes from Wilson 
! Audiophile Recordings, LLC, in a wooden crate. Master Tapes 
! were then catalogued in an excel spreadsheet. Each Master 
! Tape !was then inspected, cleaned with an anti-fungal 
! solution, and then a lubricant was applied to prepare the 
! Master Tapes for the transfer process. Approximately 8 of 
! the first 13 reels had to be baked to reformulate the 
! binding. This was done in an incubator at 135 degrees for 24 
! hours and then they were left to cool back down to room 
! temperature for the next 24 hours. All splices were 
! inspected and repaired, if necessary.



! Each transfer was executed on a Studer A-80 RC Mk II, which 
! had either a Flux Magnetics Extended Response Repro head 
! or a Wolke DIN Butterfly Repro head. Custom modifications 
! to the machines have been performed by John French and/or 
! Ki Choi.

! Each Master Tape was stored by Wilson Audiophile “tails-out” 
! in which Puget Sound Studios did a library wind to the take-up 
! reel. All levels were set according to included EQ sheets 
! and each 1KHz tone was further set at precisely 1KHz, via a 
! custom Vari-speed adjustment. This provided the exact speed 
! the Master Tapes were recorded at. All cabling used in this 
! process was JPS Labs Aluminata and electrical power was 
! provided by an Equi=tech balanced wall cabinet using Oyaide 
! receptacles. 

! A total of five different Analog-to-Digital converters were 
! used to provide samples for the Wilsons to evaluate. 
! Ultimately an EMM Labs ADC-8 Mk IV, custom modified by 
! Andreas Koch, was chosen by Dave and Daryl Wilson for the 
! transfers into a Sonoma DSD workstation for capture and 
! editing. All signals were routed through a Rupert Neve 
! analog mastering console if any gain, panning, or EQ changes 
! needed to be made.

! All DSD files were transferred into a Merging Technologies 
! Pyramix DSD/DXD Masscore workstation for sample rate 
! conversion, format conversion, and meta-data tagging. The 
! Pyramix Apodizing filter was used for conversion to PCM. 
! Files were then uploaded to a secure server for the Wilsons 
! to download and QA.

Description of the Equipment used in the Provo, Utah “Wilson Music Room” that 
Wilson Audiophile Recordings, LLC put to use for Sonic Evaluation: 

!
! Speakers: Wilson Audio Alexandria XLF, Thor’s Hammer 
! Electronics: Apple Mac Mini, Amarra & Audirvana Plus, Weiss 
! ! int 202, Audio Research DAC8, Audio Research 40th 
! ! Anniversary Pre-Amp, VTL Siegfried and/or D’Agostino 
! ! Momentum amplifiers
! Cables: Audioquest Firewire, Transparent Opus
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