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exaSound’s George Klissarov likes great music from any era, but when I told him we would soon release Ciaramella Dances in 
DSD, he generously asked if he and exaSound could be involved again and support the release.  exaSound underwrote Yarlung’s 
very first DSD releases, and I am pleased to say how happy I am with the character of the sound the DSD transfer captured from 
the Ciaramella Dances analog tapes.  These timbres, from beautiful to bawdy, come through clearly and cleanly in DSD.  I hope 
you enjoy these musicians as much as I do.  

Jeremy Barlow, writing in London’s Early Music Today gave Ciaramella Dances Five Stars and Editor’s Choice.  

Robert H. Levi, President and CEO of the Los Angeles and Orange County Audio Society, wrote in PFO “A real stunner of 
Renaissance music and dance.  This album is as good as it gets… a jewel.  Alive with definition, the ‘you are there’ sound pops 
into the room right before your ears.  Best imaging, pacing, and sense of verisimilitude I have ever heard…. Bravo Yarlung!” 

Toccata-Alte Musik aktuell gave Ciaramella Dances “Album of the Month,” and Robert Strobl wrote “when these extremely 
talented musicians begin to play, their liveliness and freshness is almost palpable.  This is not just dance music; at its best, this is 
living music, current, non-academic, and certainly not old.  Dance music was there from the beginning.  And when it is played like 
this, the sounds of 300 years ago sound as if they were made only yesterday.”

Reviewing the 45rpm LP for Analog Planet, Michael Fremer gave Ciaramella Dances an 11 out of 10 for sound, and elaborated 
“As much pleasure as the melodic compositions and spirited playing bring, an additional highlight is the superb, minimally miked 
recording….  The sonics are astonishing…. Quite simply, if you want to know how good your stereo can possibly sound, get this 
short, but delightful record….”

It was our friend the music critic David W. Robinson who twisted my arm into the DSD realm.  Our success with Yarlung’s Single, 
Double and Quad DSD releases is “all his fault.” For which we are grateful. Many audiophiles believe that Quad DSD is the finest 
medium to deliver great music on the planet.  Recording music to Quad DSD is one thing, but playing it back is another much more 
difficult process. The circuitry and design aesthetic required to take the super high resolution DSD files and deliver them as living 
and breathing music takes enormous skill and care. For this most important and delicate step we are especially grateful to George 
Klissarov. It is his musical aesthetic and from-the-ground-up engineering that enabled him to create his series of exaSound digital 
to analog converters which must be some of the finest Quad DSD and high resolution PCM digital to analog converters on the 
planet.  exaSound also makes multichannel DACs for surround sound.  George and his company just introduced their flagship 
PlayPoint DM, which is a music server and DAC in one. 

DSD
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Not only are exaSound units easy to use, but they are intensely musical, such that one marvels at the quality of the music 
performance and has the luxury of forgetting that one is listening to a digital stream rather than living and breathing musicians 
performing for you in your listening room.  This is magic, but the magic comes not from tricks but from superb engineering.  We 
are honored to collaborate with George and exaSound to bring you Ciaramella Dances in DSD.  Learn more about exaSound at 
exasound.com

Famed audiophile critic Brian Moura, who first introduced us to George at exaSound, wrote this to me:

exaSound has been an early leader in providing Direct Stream Digital (DSD) playback in their DACs. This includes the first 
DAC for the consumer market that provided both Stereo and Multichannel playback at resolutions up to Quad DSD (11.2 MHz) 
– 4 times the resolution level offered by the Super Audio CD (SACD).  exaSound is also noted for their responsive customer 
service and custom software drivers.  It’s no surprise that they continue to win new customers with their products.

David W. Robinson writes extensively for Postive Feedback Online, for which he is also the 
publisher and Editor- in-Chief. Like Brian Moura, David is known as “The Mountain” for his 
knowledge and experience with high resolution playback.  David sent me this description of 
exaSound:

Over the past several years, I have gotten to evaluate a number of DACs with DSD capabilities. Each has its own set 
of strengths, and a few weaknesses, which is only to be expected. But the exceptional work of George Klissarov and 
exaSound… is truly noteworthy -- in every sense of that word. The combination of ease, naturalness, harmonic balance, 
detail, and silky elegance of presentation, make it a top-tier  product, one of the very best in my experience. This is no 
surprise to me:  George himself has wonderful sensibilities, well attuned to the task of fusing the audio arts and the music 
they cherish with the technical challenges posed by bringing the best out of the latest DSD advances. The results are 
splendid:  A noble marriage of music with technology. We are all the beneficiaries of George Klissarov’s achievements at 
exaSound!

Thank you George, for your continued support and inspiration.

--Bob Attiyeh, producer
www.yarlungrecords.com
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Ciarmamella Dances on Movable Ground

People have been dancing as long as we can remember. Medieval children ringing round the roses of the Black Plague, 

Renaissance nobility processing to the stately basse danse, city folk courting to the steps of the pavane, and the already 

pregnant bride in Brueghel’s painting The Peasant Wedding, all danced their way through the rituals of life; courtship, marriage, 

political intrigue, harvest, and the final Dance of Death which we must all join regardless of social status, wealth or position. 

Just as their choreography balances delicately between the strict restraints of convention and the ingenious flourishes of 

spontaneous florid motion, its music weds strict and unchanging patterns with kaleidoscopic permutations of musical invention.

Our title “Ciaramella: Dances on Moveable Ground” plays on the fact that we live in Southern California, where the ground might 

roll or shake below our feet at any time.  But dancing on shifting grounds is also a musical concept that serves as a unifying 

element in this recording. Grounds are the repeated chord progressions and melodies that lie at the heart of Renaissance 

and Baroque dance. Some, like the passacaglia, contain ostinato patterns which repeat only four descending notes and their 

harmonies. Others, like the passamezzo antico, moderno, and romanesca, consist of four-chord progressions with open 

(unresolved) and closed (resolved) endings, a musical question and answer.  

These grounds form the basis of almost all dances of the early modern era. Players would improvise melodies and variations, 

alternately called diminutions, divisions, or diferencias, beginning first with simple melodies, and gradually adding increasingly 

florid and virtuosic variations to show off their skill and invention. Variations on a ground thus represent a marriage between a 

never changing ground and ever changing “airs” (songs or melodies) above it. 

Most dances of the sixteenth century outline one of several repetitive 

patterns. These tend to fall in the category of “moll” progressions 

like the passamezzo romanesca. The term “moll” refers to the soft 

rounded “b” in the key signature that we would now associate 

with a musical Minor mode. Patterns based on “dur,” or “quadro” 

progressions—with the hard or square “b” of Major mode—include 

the passamezzo moderno, also called moresca and bouffons, which 

became associated with Moorish characters and Commedia dell’arte 

clowns poking each other with swords, and with English Morris 

dancers with their bells and swords. The simple I-IV-V-I chord 

progression of the canarios accompanied one of the more complex 

choreographies of the period. The name of the dance originates in the 

Canary Islands off the coast of Africa. 

Jason Yoshida and his Renaissance guitar
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Spanish Grounds

This story cannot be told without a heavy Spanish accent. Andrea Falconieri spent his career 

in Parma and Rome, before returning to his native Naples to become maestro di cappella 

at the royal chapel. His Neapolitan heritage places him at the nexus of Italian and Spanish 

musical culture. Naples—second in size only to Paris—remained under Spanish control until 

the eighteenth century. Falconieri’s trio-sonata for recorders and elaborated ground base 

accompaniment, entitled Passacalle, sets variations over a Spanish chord progression that 

takes its name from the words “to step” and “street” and sounds very much like Malaguena, a 

signature Spanish theme. 

Falconieri’s L’Eroica begins with a fugue over a series of short ground-like cadential progressions, modulating through fifths and 

thirds, a hallmark of the early Baroque trio-sonata. It ends with a Spanish dance originating in the New World, the ciaccona, 

consisting of a four-chord progression similar to the 1961 hit “Duke of Earl” by Gene Chandler.  This dance held both devilish 

and sacred associations during the Baroque period. As a wild dance from the new world with syncopated rhythms and 

rousing speed, it was associated with exotic themes and bizarre texts. Known as the most sexually implicit of all the dances in 

seventeenth-century Spain, the ciaconna included graphic lyrics and suggestive hip gyrations and was consequently banned by 

the Church. If one were convicted of dancing the ciaconna during the Spanish Inquisition, one could be sentenced to 200 lashes. 

Naturally, the Church’s antagonism greatly increased everyone’s interest in this exotic dance.  

Falconieri’s Batalla de Barabaso yerno de Satanas (“The Battle of Barabbas, Son-in-Law of Satan”) links religious allegory to 

programmatic battle music. Like countless similar works, the trio sonata imitates trumpets, fifes, drums, canons and guns, ending 

with a victory march derived from the melody and ground of La Girometta, a popular dance song.

In his 1553 treatise Trattado de Glosas, Diego Ortiz provides systematic rules and examples for creating variations over cadential 

patterns and melodies with florid settings over French and Italian songs and grounds. His Recercada ottava 

adopts the famous Spanish folia ground bass pattern, while his Recercada secunda sets the passamezzo 

moderno, commonly associated with dances and morescas. To this famous chestnut, we have added additional 

voices. 

Italian Grounds

Native Italian composers embraced the tradition of improvising on grounds. A virtuoso lutenist and teacher, 

Alessandro Piccinini, came from a distinguished family of lutenists in Bologna. His collected compositions 

include detailed rules for playing the instrument and descriptions of his improvements to the instrument. 

Bob checks microphone placement
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Piccinini’s Chiaccona in partite variate, his most famous set of variations, explores 

the idiomatic techniques of the chitarrone, or theorbo. 

Maurizio Cazzati also penned a finely crafted ciaccona for string players in 

Bologna. As maestro di cappella of San Petronio, one of the largest churches 

in Europe, he belonged to a generation of great violinist composers from 

Northern Italy exploring the expressive range of the instrument and the inventive 

possibilities of grounds. Another great violinist, Marco Uccellini, spent much 

of his career in Modena, where he was director of instrumental music for the 

Este family and maestro di capella of the cathedral. Uccellini’s sonatas revel in 

variations over popular songs and dances like La mia pedrina. The first phrase of 

this song was known in England as “the Italian ground,” and its second phrase 

shares striking resemblances with the second half of Thomas Morley’s Sing We 

and Chant It. 

To these compositions we have added our improvised versions over the 

passacaglia and canarios in the style of the period. The boundary between 

historical arrangement, improvisation, and composition is at once narrow 

and open to broad interpretation, and its crossing can sometimes only be seen in hindsight. Our Moresca—not unlike many 

Renaissance dances—teeters between improvisation and composition. It consists of a moderno pattern which then repeats a 

fifth higher, dressed with syncopated rhythms typical of sixteenth century dance songs. 

Although the Fantasia sopra La gamba is inspired by the folia ground bass pattern, I composed it in the 

ricercar style of the Italian organist and teacher Giuseppe Giamberti. His pedagogical duos revel in 

ostinato subjects, permutations, and deceptive elisions, called perfidie, in which the last note of one 

melody become the first note of the next, a kind of musical “meanwhile, back at the ranch.”

English Grounds

English composers and performers avidly embraced the concept of the ground. Books like Christopher 

Simpson’s The Division Viol (1667) presented rules for dividing melodies into smaller note values, 

providing numerous examples for amateur and professional musicians to emulate. The famous 

Greensleeves melody fits perfectly over the Italian ground Passamezzo romanesca. Our version hails 

from the series of solo variations in John Walsh’s The Division Flute (1706). We have added an improvised voice in Ciaramella 

performaces so often that it has essentially become a memorized composition with slight variations. 

Doug Milliken jams Arthur Omura tunes the harpsichord
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The Fisher and The Fox presents variations over two dances inspired by Playford’s famous 1651 collection The English Dancing 

Master. “The Fisher” and “The Fox” explore the affinity between the opposing Minor and Major modes of the common ground 

bass progressions, the romanesca and the chaconne. The opening “Exordium,” in trio-sonata style, is modeled on English 

pavanes of the early seventeenth century. Although the themes and variations are newly composed, I have tried to remain true to 

seventeenth-century English practice, albeit under the influence of the Italian composers. I named this work after Karen Fisher 

Fox, who commissioned it for the 2006 Madison Early Music Festival. 

More Spanish Grounds 

The pavana, or pabana, known elsewhere in Europe as Pavane d’Espagne, contains elements of 

three different patterns. My own version titled Diferencias sobra Pavane d’Espagne for two recorders 

and guitar was inspired by Michael Praetorius’ seventeenth-century variations on the same dance. 

Another popular Spanish dance pattern can be heard in the strains of the Spagnoletta on the 

following track. Although first notated in the early eighteenth century, Sardanas adopts a venerable 

combination of three basic chords, a I-IV-V-I progression still known today in Mexican folk dance as 

the Matachines. 

Plucked instruments like the guitar and vihuela held pride of place in Spanish music, and the works of Gapsar Sanz help explain 

the popularity of Spanish dances like the ciaccona throughout Europe. Jácaras represents the consummate blend of Spanish 

strumming, Arab musical influence, and New World rhythm. This tune outlines a common falling fourth associated with the 

malaguena, with syncopated rhythms, and the intense virtuosity of the flamenco-like bulieras rhythm, in which the accents fall 

on up-beats. As a circular form, two different versions of Jácaras begin and end our program, a beginning and returning to the 

same ground. 

-Adam Knight Gilbert

Producer’s Notes

It felt great to be recording in Alfred Newman Hall with Ciaramella again. Officially based in Los Angeles 

for a few years now, Ciaramella has taken on everything local, from our earthquakes to myriad early 

music performances in Southern California. We are grateful to Dean Robert Cutietta, who allowed us to 

record this second Yarlung Ciaramella album at The Thornton School of Music at USC. We would also 

like to thank our executive producer Arian Jansen from SonoruS Audio, and Robert Levi, President of the Los 

Angeles and Orange County Audio Society, for their financial support for this recording and for their friendship 

and advice.  Additional underwriting came from Yi Zhu from Beijing HiFi House and from Mark Augenstein. 

Thanks also to Michala Petri, who helped me with this recording from its inception. Michala is not only 

one of the greatest recorder players the world has known, but she is also a Ciaramella fan.

Bob rehearses with Rotem Gilbert and Malachai Komanoff Bandy

Top: Getting the sound right for Diferencias sobra Pavane d’Espagne
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We used an Austrian AKG C-24 stereo microphone made available to us by our friend Jon Fisher at 

Gearworks Pro Audio. We chose microphone preamplification equipment designed and built for Yarlung 

by Elliot Midwood and short runs of silver stranded interconnects made by Yarlung Records. Len 

Horowitz built our custom tube recording circuitry for the Yarlung analog tape recorder. 

Ciaramella’s original members met as graduate students at Case Western Reserve University in 

Cleveland, Ohio. They first performed together on Christmas Day in 2003 and have since performed in 

concert halls and in music festivals on three continents. For more information about Ciaramella please 

visit 

www.yarlungrecords.com and www.ciaramella.org.  

The instruments Ciaramella uses are copied from original instruments still extant, or recreated from 

paintings and treatises.  

In some instances these new instruments come from research into the shapes and sizes of still existing 

instrument cases for instruments long missing.

Ciaramella used 1/4-comma meantone and tuned to A=465 and A=415.

Thoughts on the instruments

To the modern concertgoer, shawms remain among the least familiar of early instruments.  

“Ciaramella,” the Italian word for “shawm,” originated in the Greek and Latin words for “reed” 

(“kalamos” and “calamus” respectively), and gradually corrupted into names like “celimela,” 

“schalmei”, “shawm” and “chalumeau.” Today’s oboe is a modern version of the shawm. Like the 

oboe, the shawm is a double reed instrument (higher and louder than the modern oboe) with finger 

holes instead of keys, and a flared bell. 

The modern trombone, or “big trumpet” in Italian, originates in two fifteenth-century instruments, the 

slide trumpet and the sackbut. In the case of the slide trumpet, the whole instrument moves up and 

down along the mouthpiece tube, thus altering the pitch. The sackbut has a fixed mouthpiece tube, and adjusts its pitch like the 

modern trombone, with a slide that changes the length of two tubes joined by the slide on the far side of the instrument from the 

mouthpiece.  In fact, the sackbut is an instrument designed more like its modern descendent than many others. Indeed, a modern 

trombonist can play a sackbut with only moderate adjustments for embouchure and breath support.  

The Renaissance recorder has a wider bore than its Baroque counterpart (which has remained virtually unchanged since Bach’s 

Rotem and Adam Gilbert

Top: Arthur Omura tunes while Adam Gilbert  “looks on”
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day). With its tuning and more limited range, it would not function well in the Brandenburg Concertos, but its bore contributes 

to the distinctive sound of its fatter low register and the complex overtones throughout its range. When listening to takes of this 

album with Michala Petri, she exclaimed to me “Wow! That is such a really wonderful tone. And Bob, do you know how hard it is 

to play these earlier instruments in tune? Adam and Rotem do a great job.”  

Ciaramella commissions instruments from artisans around the world. These modern builders often fabricate their own tools and 

make these instruments using historical techniques and technology. Please see the list of instruments and their makers below. 

Rainer Egger created the tenor sackbuts in North Carolina after an instrument Sebastian Hainlein made in Nuremburg in 1632. 

Ciaramella’s Flemish bagpipes differ from modern Scottish Highland bagpipes. The chanter, the pipe with the fingering, closely 

resembles the chanter from Scotland, and both instruments use the same type of reed. But the Flemish bagpipe has only one 

drone, as you will hear in Sardanas, or in the duet between Adam Gilbert on bagpipe and Arthur Omura playing the hurdy gurdy 

in our medley of La Mantovana, Bobbing Joe and Auprès de ma blonde on track 19. 

Paul Beekhuizen made Ciaramella’s Flemish bagpipe in G based on Pieter Bruegel’s engraving The Fat Kitchen. Joel Robinson 

built the bagpipe in A after Pieter Bruegel’s painting The Peasant Dance. The hurdy gurdy is an original nineteenth-century 

instrument made in the Baroque style, from the collection of Curtis Berak.  

-Bob Attiyeh, producer

hurdy gurdy
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Early Music Today
Rhinegold Publishing

20 Rugby Street, London, WC1N 3QZ

--Jeremy Barlow, director of the Broadside Band and one of the UK's
experts on dance and popular music from the Renaissance and Baroque
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In a surprisingly short period of time, the adventurous GRAMMY® Award winning classical music label 

Yarlung has produced an eclectic catalog of impeccably recorded performances by a roster of adventurous 

musicians, including many that are well-known and others soon to be. The varied repertoire, with a refreshingly 

international flavor, covers everything from modern percussion to solo piano and violin to large scale symphonic 

works with singers.

The minimally miked “purist” recordings produced and engineered by label founder Bob Attiyeh in some of 

the world’s great concert spaces, are captured simultaneously on analog tape and high resolution digital and 

released on vinyl, reel-to-reel tape, CD and as high resolution Studio Master downloads.

Yarlung’s production and sonic model is distilled from the recording industry’s glorious past—one that 

pessimists were certain could never be successfully resurrected—while its forward-thinking business and 

distribution model points the way towards a healthy future for a “record business” long given up for dead by 

trendy “futurists.”

For older lovers of recorded classical repertoire, Yarlung’s catalog represents a return to sonic and musical 

greatness. For younger ones familiar only with dynamically and spatially compressed low resolution recordings, 

these from Yarlung are like 3D IMAX but without the glasses.

-Michael Fremer

Editor analogplanet.com

Senior contributing editor, Stereophile
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Once upon a time there was a land of hi-fi.  And it was gone all too soon.  But thank Heavens for Yarlung 

Records.  In the age of compressed digital downloads, it is refreshing to hear real sound and real music again, 

reminiscent of RCA Living Stereo in its golden age, or Mercury Records at its height.  Yarlung’s sound is liquid 

and transparent, just as if you were sitting in the concert halls with superb acoustics, where these recordings 

are made.  Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, Ambassador Hall in Pasadena, and Zipper Hall at The 

Colburn School, to name a few.

What Mercury did for Howard Hanson and the Eastman-Rochester Orchestra in the fifties, Yarlung Records is 

now doing for The Colburn Orchestra and Metropolitan Opera mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke.  You can hear the 

evidence on the album If You Love For Beauty, released in 2012.  Who would have thought that a conservatory 

orchestra (granted the players are young superstars, soloists all), could capture the world’s attention like 

this.  I understand that Yarlung does this by using similar techniques to those in the golden age of recordings.  

Only one stereo microphone for smaller ensembles, and up to four microphones for full orchestras, recording 

directly to two track analog tape and high resolution digital.

Don’t worry, Yarlung’s recordings are all on iTunes, Amazon MP3 and so forth, but you can also order 180 Gram 

virgin vinyl LPs, exquisitely made CDs mastered by mighty Steve Hoffman, and high resolution downloads, all 

available worldwide through Naxos Global Logistics in Munich.  Most exciting for analog tape enthusiasts 

might be the SonoruS Series of recordings on ¼ inch master tape.  I recently reviewed Yarlung’s Martin 

Chalifour and the Los Angeles Philharmonic in Walt Disney Concert Hall, another album I recommend highly.1  

Yarlung offers us a true feast for the ears, and this reviewer for one, wants more.

-Mori Shima

Stereo Sound, Japan

1 Stereo Sound, June 2013	 	
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